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ONCE more new light has been dm]

thrown upon Thibet, the forbid- ris<
den land and the abode of the clt;
Dalai Lama, one of the most sar
powerful and least known relig- II
ious personages on earth to-day. pieTo get within the walls of Lhasa, na1

the holy city, and to witness some of the s^0
mysterious Lamanistic ceremonials and j>a
customs unknown to the outside world has
baffled the efforts of scores of the most
daring and intrepid explorers of the last
century.
Now, however, through a series of wonderfulmasks just received at the AmericanMuseum of Natural History, collected \

by a noted Oriental scientist and traveller,Dr. Berthold Laufer, for the new East
Asiatic Hall, shortly to be opened, an
actual glimpse is afforded of the inner life
and weird religious customs of Lhasa.
TViP«f masks are undoubtedly the most
remarkable pictorial objects yet brought
into civilization and vividly portray the
mysticism and sorcery practised in this
obscure corner of the world. They were
collected near Pekin and from some of the
monasteries near the frontier of Thibet.
Many great lamaseries, are built far off

the highways of travel, either at the base
or sometimes upon the ragged rock of a

mountain top, and are only reached by
stairways hewn out of solid stone. Here
Jive the lamas (dissenters from Buddhism),who hold a key to all the learning
and knowledge of the land.
Nearly three thousand five hundred of

these structures are located in Thibet,
sheltering from one thousand to ten thousandmonks each. A special class of artisansamong the monks make the various .

religious objects, masks, &c., used in their
religious worship and dramatic performances.The huge and grotesque creations te|here pictured are of extraordinary inter- r

est from the fact that they are worn beforethe Dalai Lama himself when he j;?
witnesses the most important religious in

ceremonial and festival during the year
at Lhasa. , Jr

The Mystery Play- Sa
This is the great mystery play and sacreddrama, enacted with great pomp on in

the last day of the whole year. For sev- at
eral days before the roads and all passes mc

leading to Lhasa are thronged with vast ut(
crowds of priests, officials and pilgrims mt

riding yaks, camels and horses, who have stc
come from the remote corners of Thibet, 1
Mongolia and even China to be present frc
at the mystery play. ya
The play is performed in the open air thi

within the quadrangle of the palace of the as
Dalai Lama, on the hill of Potala. This da

William R. .

*' | "" HE most magnificent theatre the
I country has ever known is buildingout in Berkeley, Cal. Through

the generosity of William R.
Hearst the University of Califor-
ma win nave me nrsi vjieeii mea.-

tre ever erected in America. The
structure is nearing completion and when
finished will be exactly similar in its proportionsto the famous theatre of Dionysius.
Th« structure was used for the first time,

even though not yet completed, at the
recent University of California commencement,when President Roosevelt was the
orator of the day., It. was then learned
that every one of the eight thousand spectatorsseated in the theatre could hear

. .
with perfect distinctness.
No roof shuts out the sunlight or starlightfrom the audience. Situated right

in the heart of magnificent scenery, tall
trees towering up above the walls on all
sides and the building itself being an architecturalgem, it will readily be seen
that very little stage scenery will be
needed when presenting the early plays
which will be given by university students
and the lea'ding actors of the world as
loon as all is in readiness.

It would seem almost a sacrilege to
stage any of the light operas or modern
plays in this Old World theatre. It has
been stated by the authorities of the universitythat nothing but high class drama
and opera will be presented, and that the
classics will be followed closely. Within
this theatre the historic Italian pantomime
will be revived and all the leading orators
of the day, American and foreign, will be
invited to hold forth from the spacious
stage.
The entire structure is white; the hangingswill be a bl'ending of the Greek and

Roman colors; but there will be very few
decorations used aside from architectural
carvings, the splendor of the place being
in its dimensions and simplicity.
Though this theatre is modelled in a

general way after the ancient classic
buildings of a similar character, no singlehistoric example has been literally followed.The theatre at Epidaurus, in Greece,
however, offers many points of similarity,
notably in the difference of slope between
the upper tiers of seats and the inner and
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posing stucture, a veritable Acropolis,
2S nearly five hundred feet above the
y, and contains more than three thouldrooms.
t is composed of a series of square tems,grouped one above the other, culmi:ingin a central building of red sandne,the efficial residence of the Daia:
ma. Nearly five thousand persons
ell within this enclosure, the majority

Ktn^

ng lamas, high officials, dignitaries ant
.chers.
'rior to the presentation of the maskec
ima elaborate preparations are madi
entertain the head lamas and other dis
guished personages. Thousands o
all feast cakes are baked and oervec
ring the progress of the play.
iwi.rriinn' tn t'no loarnprl 1-nnHnn minrli
rat Chandra Das, one of the most lecen
d authentic observers, who succeeded
getting inside the walls of the palac
Potala in the disguise of a Buddhis

>nk, the cooking stoves, as well as oLhe
jnsils used for cooking food, are orna
:nted with gold and silver and preciou
>ne s.

^he butter and milk used are obtaine*
>m a herd of five hundred half bree*
ks. These are considered so sacred tha
i people salute and bow to these animal
they pass. On the morning of the las
y of the old year the sacred myster:
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1 play and dance is given in the palai
quadrangle. The centre is occupied by tl

1 performers. The Dalai Lama is seated (

3 a raised throne, surrounded by his fetim
of priests and lama dignitaries in gorgeoi

f colored robes.

Object of the Ray.
*- The windows, roofs and courtyards
t the small temples surrounding the e
J closure are filled with eager and devo
e onlookers. The prime object of the my
t tery play is to portray in pantomime tl
r leading historic epochs of Lamanism, esp

cially its triumphs over other forms
s paganism, with their hosts of maligna:

fiends.
3 It is intended to give the lay spectato
3 a realistic idea of the tormenting devi
t who constantly seek to devour them, ai
s of the powers of the lamas, who alone a
t deliver them. By the masks they are mai
f familiar with the appearance of these c*
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demons who beset the path of the Thibe^
tan individual on his way to Paradise
The masks are made out of a sort ol

°f papier-machfe substance, painted in Chi
n~ nese pigments in various colors.
ut The costumes of the leading demon kingf
s~ and deities are of fine brocade silk. Anotherfeature of the play is the expulsior
e" of the old year, with its demons of ill luck
of By wearing the awe inspiring masks ol
nt the guardian spirits and gods, most ol

whom are demonified kings and heroes,
rs they will be able to secure good luck and
Is triumph over enemies during the incoming
id year.
tn About three hundred actors participate
Je in the spectacle. An orchestra of cymbals,
Ail drums and flutes furnish music. When all
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is in readiness a, long blast is sounded and tr
there rush from out of a tent man-eating
demons. Their heads are crowned with ce
tiaras of human skulls, and large rings are bi
in their ears. These are fiends of evil, who te
are constantly seeking to destroy man h«
and only the prayers of the lamas are in
able to repel and keep back these attack- hi
ing hordes from the people. h£
They dance in a wild, frenzied manner,

howling in savage chorus, producing weird B1
sounds from underneath their enormous ni
masks. Another set of goblins appear, ar
whom the first ones pounce upon and beat, ar

bite and otherwise maltreat. This is in- ci
tended to depict the punishment inflicted sp
upon the wicked in the underworld who ^
refuse to obey the laws taught by the
lamas.
At this juncture appears a famous personage,the religious King Devil, and his a,rth

*

o\
sp
di
co
se
th

;l Kask Of Good Kniri-r
ANrb FbUN-DEg- Cfc^UD3>m3W

aids. He wears a mask with the head C
of a bull with protruding horns, and car- v
ries a dagger in his hand. Centuries ago, n

fornia a Gre
lower portions of the auditorium. The ii
new theatre is of approximately the samt I
size as the larger theatre at Pompeii. t
The building is, as a whole, made up of c

two separate and distinct parts, namely, a
the stage, corresponding to the ancient i]
logeion, and the auditorium, answering to t
the classic theatron.
The floor of the stage is one hundred and s

thirty-three feet wide and twenty-eight p
feet deep. It is entirely open toward the a
auditorium and surrounded on the other t
three sides by a wall forty-two feet in t
height. This wall, which corresponds with t
the ancient skene, is enriched by a com- i
plete classic order of Greek doric columns
with stylobate and entablature, the ends g
of the side walls toward the auditorium t
forming two massive pylons. Five open- c
ings pierce the wall, the entrance in the t
center of the back of the stage being the t
most important.the so called royal door j
of the ancients. This is flanked by two r
minor doors to the right and left, the t
two remaining openings occurring on the £
return walls at either end of the stage. t
The auditorium or theatre proper is semi- £

circular in form, two hundred and fifty- (
four feet in diameter and is divided into
two concentric series or tiers of seats.
The first series is arranged about a level
cirale fifty feet in diameter and five and
one-half feet below the stage, which correspondsto the space anciently devoted
to the chorus, orchestra, &c.
From this circle the receding rows of j

seats step up gradually until the stage .

level is reached at a circle corresponding
in diameter with the terminal pylons of
the stage wall. This line is marked archi-
tecturally by an aisle, anciently named
the diazoma or diodos, running around the
semicircle of seats midway between the
orchestra and the topmost circle. The
diazoma is protected on it,s outer side by
a wall, beyond which the seats step up
more steeply, approximately at an angle
of thirty degrees with the horizontal, to
the outer limit of the theatre.
It is estimated that more than seven

thousand persons can be seated in the
theatre proper. The stage will accommodatesome six hundred more, a number
which can be "eadily added to by the
temporary extension of the stage floor
toward the auditorium. The entire buildi
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^cording to tradition, he vanquished and
ove all the evil spirits and devils from
le land of Thibet, and thus rid the people
these dreaded adversaries. A special

ask and dance are used to commemorate
lis event.
The King Devil and his helpers are said
have magical power for coercing and

spelling demons. The dance of the King
evil and his attendants shows him in the
3t of freeing the land of fiends, who disusein wild confusion at his commands.
his is followed by a pantorpime illusatingthe assassination of the great
ivmy Ul -Lectin <1msm, liiipci&uuaicu uy <x

oupe of Black Hat devil dancers.
A certan iconoclast king in the ninth
ntury began to persecute the lamas by
lrning and destroying their books and
mples. In the third year of his reign
; was shot through the head by a strollgdancer whom he bade dance before
m. The-assassin wore a peculiar black
it, top crowned with an inverted skull.
An effigy of dough of the arch enemy of
uddhism is brought upon the stage by a
imber of maskers representing skeletons
id ghouls, followed by the Demon King
id attendants. The Black Hat dancers
rcle around the image, thrusting their
iears into the figure.
nd the Demons Vanish.
At his approach the-crowd of hideous
imonds and fiends creep out of the arena
id disappear. This is intended to show
e superior effect and power of Lamanism
rer Shamanism and the minions of evil
lirits. A half hundred or more maskers
essed as abbots and youthful monks
ime upon the stage and prostrate themIvesbefore the big, white faced monk,
ius typifying the adoration of all Buddsts.
A line is then made and the company
irm in procession and pay homage to the
(under of Buddhism. After this th»
hole combined assemblage of masked ac- «
irs, including the high priests and digitaries,pass in review and salute the
alai Lama. This terminates the mysryplay, which lasts half a day and is
nquestionably the most grotesque religusperformance of the age.
Sarat Chandra Das, while at Lhasa, was
esent at a representation of the mysryplay. The British traveller Wad311hired a monastery recently in Thibet
order to study and learn the mysterious

;remonials of the Lamanists. He oblineddescriptive notes from the monks
ho had resided at Lhasa and witnessed
le sacred drama.
These two authorities confirm the above
irrative of the mystery play. Theyj
ere, however, unable to secure any f 1
..MWfeTfrpns. T-rre w A^.,: 1
whicn tne masKs nere snuwn

' the leading features, is intended to ilistratethe general characteristic of
hinese, Thibetan and other East Asiatic
jlture. It is also intended to use the exibitin connection with the new chair of
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binese just established at Columbia Uni-
ersity, as the collection is the largest and
lost comprehensive in the United States.

ek Theatre.
ig, including the stage wall, is built of
'ortland cement concrete. The final deailof the stage wall, including mouldings,
apitals, metopes and triglyphs, cornices
nd architraves, will be executed by hand
a Portland cement after the removal of i
he rough timber forms now in place.
The above description applies to the
tructure now under contract. It is exlected,however, that the building will be
,t some future time carried much further
oward a complete realization of the possibilitiesof such a structure, following out
lit? priiiuipies cvuivcu uy liic vji ccn. anu

iioman builders.
The accompanying bird's-eye perspective
iketch shows an open parapet with cluseredcolumns and sculptured figures
:rowning the colonnaded stage wall. The
erminal pylons will be enriched with
)ronze tripods. Wing walls adjoining the
»ylons will run north and south and ter- J
ninate the vista from the auditorium, at
he same time uniting the lines of the
stage with those of the theatre. Monunentaldoorways will be arranged in this
screen wall for the admission of the specatorsto the lower portions of the theatre.
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Do you say that whiskey has brought

you to this?"
"Yes, sir. It has been whiskey, and

only whiskey. Look at my clothes.
Lzook at me standing here, while all around
ire the evidences of peace and prosperity.
"Do you see that cosey cottage down

there by the brook, and the cow, and the w

horse, and the chickens by the stable behindit? I might be living in that snug littlehouse, with happy wife and children,
tiad I never known what whiskey was.
"I might be occupying a responsible positionand be earning enough to live comfortably,and not be going every day to the

distillery down there where the bridge
crosses the brook had I never seen whiskey.
"Yes, whiskey has changed me from

what I migfrt have been, for I own that
distillery and all of this beautiful property.My chauffeur lives in that cottage,
while my home is in the stone castle on the V
hill. I ride in my automobile and have J
no use for the old horse."
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